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ABOUT THE EVENT

While Georgia has declared the EU integration its strategic goal, embedded in the Constitution, lately
there have been some frictions between Tbilisi and Brussels. Following the political crisis in Georgia, EU
has come close to applying conditionality for the first time, citing unfulfilled conditions for macro-financial
assistance, notably, “to increase the independence, accountability and quality of the judicial system”. In
addition, the recent incident of alleged covert surveillance of the EU diplomats by Georgian authorities
challenges Georgia’s commitment to Vienna Convention and trust by international partners. Now the
country is preparing for the local elections, which have been especially anticipated after the inter-party
agreement brokered by Charles Michel. European attention is particularly important, to ensure that
democratic reforms remain at the top of agenda of Georgia-EU relations. The discussion will focus around
the following questions:

- What are the EU’s expectations for Georgia’s local elections and its outcomes? 
- How to avoid cooling down of EU-Georgia relations, considering the challenging political environment?
- What is the reaction to the alleged spying on EU diplomats in Brussels, what follow-up actions we might
expect from the EU?

The round-table discussion is organized under the framework of the project “Georgia’s Europeanization:
assessing progress after 2020” financially supported by the Open Society Georgian Foundation (OSGF). 

https://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/georgia/103556/node/103556_en


Dr. Kornely Kakachia, Director, Georgian Institute of Politics
Ketevan Khutsishili, Director, Open Society Georgia Foundation (TBC)

David McAllister, MEP (EPP, Germany), Chair of the Committee on Foreign Affairs and
the Co-Chair of the Democracy Support and Election Coordination Group (TBC)
Marina Kaljurand, MEP (S&D, Estonia), Chair of the Delegation for Relations with the
South Caucasus. (TBC) 
Petras Auštrevičius, MEP (Renew Europe Group, Lithuania), Member of Committee on
Foreign Affairs and Delegation to the Euronest Parliamentary Assembly; 

AGENDA

MODERATOR: AMANDA PAUL, SENIOR POLICY ANALYST, EUROPEAN POLICY CENTRE
(TBC)

Welcome remarks

          
Introductory statements

Discussion with Georgian civil society and media, Q&A                       

13.00-13.05 (CET)/
15.00-15.05 (GMT+4)

13.05-13.20 (CET)/
15.05-15.20 (GMT+4) 

13.20-14.00 (CET)/
15.20-16.00 (GMT+4) 

The event will be held in English REGISTRATION >> 

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/afet/home/highlights
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/globaldemocracysupport/en/home/democracy-group
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/delegations/en/dsca/home
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_GsGjSOwzS6iz0T-PjV_SIw
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_GsGjSOwzS6iz0T-PjV_SIw

