










 
 

of the University of Liège. She also teaches International Relations Organizations and Strategic Stakes in 
Globalization to International Business and Law students. Her main interests are: languages, geopolitics, 
globalization, international organizations, European affairs, defense, strategy and security. She has been 
collaborating with CIFE for many years, teaching in summer universities all over central and eastern 
Europe, and further. She also teaches geopolitics in the MBA offered in Vietnam (Saigon and Hanoi) by the 
Solvay Business School (Free University Brussels). 

TOPIC: “NATO and the Black Sea Region: Towards a New Role?” 

Over the past years, NATO has focused on countering Russian influence and guaranteeing security and 
stability on its northern and southeastern flanks. 

The Black Sea region, with its warm-water ports, is considered as critical and strategic by Moscow for 
projecting its hard-power into the Mediterranean and beyond. As recent events have shown, Russia is ready 
to use violence to spread its influence and seize power in the places it deems strategic in the area. 

Although NATO recognizes the importance of ensuring stability in the Black Sea region, the organization 
has proved unable to translate this assessment into a concrete strategy and has shown little involvement so 
far. Even though three Black Sea littoral  NATO-member states (Romania, Bulgaria, and Turkey) have been 
safeguarded, Ukraine and Georgia have only been offered bilateral military partnerships.  

There is currently a growing trend, mainly supported by the US, towards putting the Black Sea at the center 
of NATO’s strategy by increasing its military presence and economic involvement of its members, using 
strategic, military, economic and diplomatic means. 

In this short lecture, the current state of affairs will be summed up, the proposed NATO Black Sea strategy 
will be described (for whom? Objective? Means?). The role of Turkey, as gatekeeper, ally of the West and 
close friend of Russia will also be analyzed. 

TOPIC: “The EU’s Neighbourhood Policy: A Tool for Soft Power?” 

By creating its Neighbourhood policy, the EU had as main objective to expand its zone of security to 
countries which are not granted EU membership but are crucial to European security because of their 
proximity. In order to avoid the risk of instability spilling over into the larger EU, the Neighbourhood 
Policy aims to create a stable space by developing long-term policy integrating these countries 
economically, politically, and socially and by fostering cross-border cooperation. Specific areas are focused 
on, as for instance the rule of law, economic reforms, social cohesion and foreign policy. Through bilateral 
action plans, the EU is setting up a privileged relationship based on common values with each of its 
neighbours, which provides a more secure environment for everyone.  

The actors of this policy will be presented, as well as its contents, benefits and financing. The topic will be 
illustrated taking the case of Georgia. A critical assessment of the policy and its current and future 
challenges will also be provided. 

 













 
 

SUMMER UNIVERSITY PARTICIPANTS 

 

Name  Country of 
Origin  

University degree or qualification 

AL-Darwish Zaid  Jordan BA Student at the School of Politics at the New Vision 
University, Tbilisi, Georgia.  

Askergali Nagimash Kazakhstan Third year undergraduate student in Economic Studies, 
University of Nazarbayev, Nur Sultan, Kazakhstan. 

Chubinidze Ana Georgia  4th Year BA Student in Social and Political Sciences at Tbilisi 
State University, Tbilisi, Georgia.    

Dagli Mehmet Bahadir Denmark/Turkey Cyber & Information security Architect, Graduated  in  
International Business and Management, University of 
Southern Denmark. 

Dolaberidze Dato Georgia  4th Year BA Student in Social and Political Sciences at Tbilisi 
State University, Tbilisi, Georgia.    

Dos Santos Nathan USA / Brazil Master graduated in Latin American Studies, Stanford 
University, California, Current student in French Civilisation, 
Paris La Sorbonne. 

Etsadashvili Maka Georgia  2nd Year MA Student in International Relations at Tallinn 
University, Tallinn, Estonia.  

Fimiani Francesco Italy/USA Master student in International affairs, Graduated in 
Political Science from Loyola Marymount Universiy, USA. 

Florea Dragos-Andrei Romania 3rd Year student in International and European Law, Nicolae 
Titulescu University, Bucarest, Romania. 

Glimmerveen Judith Netherlands  Master student in Human Geography, conflicts, Territories 
and Identities, Radboud University, Nijmegen, Netherlands 

Ivanidze Nia Georgia  3rd Year BA Student in Social and Political Sciences at Tbilisi 
State University, Tbilisi, Georgia.    

Jans Charel Luxembourg   BA in Political Science, University of Innsbruck, Austria 
Kakhutaishvili Mariam Georgia  BA in Social and Political Sciences, Tbilisi State University, 

Tbilisi, Georgia.    
Keller Tamara Switzerland  Student in Political Science and Modern History, University 

of Zurich, Zwitzerland. 
Korti Ana Georgia  3rd Year BA Student in Social and Political Sciences at Tbilisi 

State University, Tbilisi, Georgia.    
Kvaraia Kristina Georgia 3rd Year BA Student in International Relations at Tbilisi State 

University, Tbilisi, Georgia.    
Lagvilava Tiko Georgia  BA Student at the School of Politics at the New Vision 

University, Tbilisi, Georgia. 
Lomsadze Luka Georgia 4th Year BA Student in International Relations at Tbilisi State 

University, Tbilisi, Georgia.    



 
 

Mayr Josef Germany  MA Student of joint degree studies in International 
Relations, Free Uni., Humboldt Uni. & Uni. Potsdam, 
Germany.  

Mindiashvili Tebea Georgia 3rd Year BA Student in International Relations at Tbilisi State 
University, Tbilisi, Georgia.    

Paraskeva Maria Tzeni Greece Advanced master Student in Gender Studies, Free 
University of Brussels, Belgium. 

Penche Lauriane France Advanced master Student in Gender Studies, Free 
University of Brussels, Belgium. 

Posviatenko Volodymyr Ukraine MA in European and Global Studies, University of Padua, 
Italy/Jagiellonian University, Krakow, Poland.  

Rizhvadze Giorgi Georgia  MA Student in European Studies, Tbilisi State University, 
Tbilisi, Georgia.  

Siab Anaïs France Management Responsible, Bouygues construction, 
Graduate in Corporate Finance (Master), Neoma Business 
School, Reims, France. 

Stancu Estera France Master student (1st year) in Intelligence and Security 
Studies, Ecole de guerre économique (EGE), BA Humanities 
Law Economics, Paris. France. 

Suehara Ayano Japan Diplomatic Officer, Embassy of Japan in Moscow, 1st year 
Master student in international Relations, Moscow State 
Institute of International Relations, Moscow, Russia. 

Tschikwiladze Giorgi Georgia  PhD Candidate of Corporate Law at Sulkhan-Saba Orbeliani 
University, Tbilisi, Georgia.  

Verbic Sara Slovenia Master student in Geography, Faculty of Arts, University of 
Ljubjana, Slovenia. 

Vogel von Vogelstein Vegas Germany 3rd Year BA Student in International Politics and Spanish 
student at the University of Stirling, UK.   

Zamek Ayelet USA Master of Science Student in Foreign Service, Georgetown 
University, U.S.A. 
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SIGHTSEEING 
 

 
 

● National Gallery: collection of the most famous Georgian painters 
● Museum of Georgia: thousand years old jewelry 
● Take a cable car up to the fortress, from there walk to Mother Georgia and then down to the old 

town.  
● For more views, climb up to the statue in Vake Park or take the ropeway to Turtle Lake 
● Visit a traditional steam bath at Abanotubani  
● Souvenirs: Small shop in the yard of Sofia Melnikova’s (look above) 
● Shops at Fabrika 
● Dry bridge flea market 
● For more traditional souvenirs: churchkhela, Georgian tea and Svanetian salt (e.g.from Badagi, 6 

Roman Miminoshvili St); qvevri wine. 
 
Recommended webpage for the Walking Tour: http://tbilisifreewalkingtours.com 
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